
International Dental Journal of Student’s Research 2022;10(3):65–65

Content available at: https://www.ipinnovative.com/open-access-journals

International Dental Journal of Student’s Research

Journal homepage: https://www.idjsronline.com/  

 

Editorial

Ethical liabilities in electronic health records (EHR)

Amina Sultan1,*
1Dept. of Pediatric & Preventive, Faculty of Dentistry, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India

 

 

A R T I C L E I N F O

Article history:
Received 18-09-2022
Accepted 26-09-2022
Available online 28-09-2022

This is an Open Access (OA) journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and build upon
the work non-commercially, as long as appropriate credit is given and the new creations are licensed under
the identical terms.

For reprints contact: reprint@ipinnovative.com

One significant advancement of the present-day
healthcare delivery system has been the development of an
electronic health record (EHR). EHR is a digital adaptation
of medical records, including all the key components of
clinical examination, vital parameters, past medical history,
diagnosis, treatment plan, and all the inferences obtained
from the investigations. This data is saved in computers
by hospitals or health professionals for their future use
and analysis. Based on published reports, the advantages
of EHR over paper records are reasonably appreciable. A
few authors believe the EHRs implementation can improve
documentation quality, reduce medical errors, and provide
all kinds of Tele-Health services, with fewer efforts. Also,
clinicians can save time, leading to better clinical output
and revenues. The information in digital form is safer than
paper records, and the physician can share it with other
medical experts and patients anywhere and anytime without
delay.1

However, while using EHRs and focusing entirely on
financial aspects and workflow, there is a possibility that
healthcare workers neglect some of the unprecedented
medico-legal implications. The patients can feel vulnerable
when their health records are intentionally shared or
passed on without their consent and information. Patients
may hide sensitive information if they do not have faith
in the confidentiality of the health record system. At
times this disclosure of health information can be due
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to technical errors or theft that may also add to a
lack of trust in electronic record keeping.2 Also, there
have been incidences of lapses in diagnosis and patient
mismanagement involving fatal consequences in hospital
set-ups dependent on EHRs. As a part of the medical
fraternity, we must enlist the potential risks and the ethical
responsibilities involving EHRs implementation and discuss
them honestly as more and more professionals are investing
and adopting EHR systems. The Technical experts should
plan EHR systems that will improve productivity and are
safe to implement and follow without any ethical barriers.
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