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The Evolution of Religious Ethics: From Ancient
Traditions to Modern Applications
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The intertwining of religion and ethics has been a foundational aspect of human
civilization since antiquity, shaping societies, cultures, and individual moral frameworks.
This abstract explores the trajectory of religious ethics from ancient traditions to
contemporary applications, delving into the philosophical, sociological, and
psychological dimensions of this intricate evolution. Beginning with ancient civilizations
such as Mesopotamia, Egypt, and the Indus Valley, the roots of religious ethics are
deeply embedded in the socio-cultural fabric of early human societies. These ancient
civilizations provided fertile ground for the emergence of ethical codes and moral
principles, often intertwined with religious beliefs and practices. From the Code of
Hammurabi to the teachings of Confucius and the ethical precepts of Hinduism and
Buddhism, ancient religious traditions laid the groundwork for moral philosophy and
ethical conduct. The advent of monotheistic religions, particularly Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, marked a significant shift in the landscape of religious ethics. Monotheistic
faiths introduced complex moral frameworks, grounded in divine commandments and
theological doctrines, which became guiding principles for millions of adherents
worldwide. The Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, and the Qur'an are
seminal texts that continue to shape ethical discourse and moral reasoning in
contemporary society.

religious ethics, moral philosophy, ancient traditions, modern applications,
ethical principles, moral frameworks, social justice, human rights, environmental stewardship
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