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Abstract: This research investigate into the convergence of ionic wind technology and wind-assisted 

propulsion, presenting a combined approach to enhance propulsion systems in diverse applications. Ionic wind, 

characterized by electro aerodynamic propulsion, involves the generation of ions through electrostatic fields to 

induce controlled airflow. Concurrently, wind-assisted propulsion leverages natural wind currents to amplify the 

thrust of vehicles or devices. Through a systematic investigation, this study aims to unravel the potential benefits, 

address the associated challenges, and illuminate the synergies emerging from the seamless integration of these 

innovative propulsion technologies. 
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1. Introduction 

 

n the modern pursuit of sustainable and efficient propulsion systems, the convergence of cutting-edge 

technologies becomes increasingly crucial. This investigation examines the abundant potential that arises from 

the combination of two state-of-the-art technologies: ionic wind and wind-assisted propulsion. Ionic wind, also 

known as electro-aerodynamic propulsion, takes advantage of electrostatic fields to produce ions, resulting in 

propulsive airflow. Simultaneously, wind-assisted propulsion utilizes the inherent force of natural wind currents 

to enhance thrust. The seamless integration of these technologies presents a compelling avenue to significantly 

improve propulsion efficiency across a wide range of applications. 

 

2. Scientific Objectives 

When employing plasma actuators on the surfaces of parachutes or sails for wind propulsion or control, the 

specific objectives can vary across applications. The subsequent encompass common goals: 

2.1. Augmenting Wind Capture Efficiency: Plasma actuators are utilized to optimize the airflow around 

parachutes or sails, thereby amplifying wind capture efficiency. This results in harnessing a greater proportion of 

available wind energy for enhanced thrust or lift generation. 

2.2. Control and Stabilization: Active manipulation of the shape and orientation of the parachute or sail is 

achieved through the utilization of plasma actuators, providing dynamic control. This proves to be crucial in 

stabilizing the device amidst turbulent wind conditions, thereby mitigating uncontrollable oscillations or flapping. 
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2.3. Reduction of Drag: In scenarios where minimizing drag is of utmost importance for maximizing 

propulsive force, plasma actuators prove to be beneficial. They adeptly manage the boundary layer, reducing drag 

and consequently improving the overall system efficiency. 

2.4. Steering and Maneuverability: Plasma actuators facilitate precision in altering the airflow around 

parachutes or sails, enabling rapid changes for steering and maneuvering. This capability is especially vital in 

applications that require precise directional control, such as wind-driven ships. 

2.5. Alleviating Wind-Induced Vibrations: Plasma actuators contribute to the damping of wind-induced 

vibrations, addressing a common challenge in wind-driven parachutes or sails. This enhancement promotes 

stability and safety within the system. 

2.6. Enhancement of Energy Efficiency: A primary objective is to enhance the energy efficiency of wind-

driven propulsion systems. Plasma actuators aid in optimizing the conversion of wind energy into thrust or lift 

with minimal losses. 

2.7. Adaptive Performance: The integration of plasma actuators with adaptive control systems ensures optimal 

operation in varying wind speeds and directions. This adaptability enhances performance across diverse 

environmental conditions. 

2.8. Reduction of Noise: The mitigation of aerodynamic noise generated by wind-driven systems is achieved 

through the application of plasma actuators. This is particularly valuable in scenarios where quiet operation is a 

priority. 

2.9. Safety and Reliability: Fundamental to wind-driven systems is the assurance of safe and reliable operation. 

Plasma actuators contribute to stability and control, thereby mitigating potential accidents or system failures. 

In summary, plasma actuators play a crucial role in elevating the performance, control, and safety of wind-

driven parachutes and sails. Their applications range from enhancing efficiency and reducing drag to enabling 

precise maneuverability, thereby contributing to the overall reliability of the system. 

3. Scientific Background 

3.1. Ionic Wind Technology: Plasma Actuator 

Ionic wind technology, also referred to as electro-aerodynamic propulsion, stands at the forefront of 

propulsion system innovation. Operating on the principles of electrostatics and ion mobility, this revolutionary 

concept leverages the creation of ions through electrostatic fields to generate thrust. First observed by Lord Kelvin 

in the late 19th century, recent advancements in electronics and materials have now brought practical applications 

to the forefront. The plasma actuator is a key component, ionizing the air around the hidden electrode, 

transforming it into plasma—a conductor influenced by electrical and magnetic fields. 

3.2. Wind-Assisted Propulsion: 

Rooted in harnessing wind currents' energy to enhance vehicle or device movement, wind-assisted propulsion 

has historical ties to maritime travel and modern applications in land-based and airborne platforms. These systems 

leverage natural wind forces to supplement traditional propulsion, aiming to reduce fuel consumption and extend 

operational range. Different mechanisms, from ship sails to vertical-axis wind turbines, align with sustainability 

and energy efficiency goals across industries. In the shipping sector, Wind-Assisted Propulsion Systems (WAPS) 

technologies gain prominence for reducing fuel consumption and emissions through aerodynamic force 

generation. 

3.3. Integration of Ionic Wind and Wind-Assisted Propulsion: 

The integration of ionic wind technology and wind-assisted propulsion presents a unique synergy, combining 

controlled airflow generation with the inherent power of wind currents. This fusion holds the promise of 

significantly enhancing propulsion efficiency and operational performance across diverse applications, spanning 

ground vehicles, aerial drones, marine vessels, and renewable energy platforms. 
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However, this integration introduces challenges related to system design, power management, and control 

strategies. Achieving a delicate balance between the benefits of each technology and overcoming their inherent 

limitations necessitates a thorough understanding of their operational principles and interactions. As these 

challenges are addressed, the integrated approach opens avenues for more sustainable and efficient propulsion 

systems, aligning with the evolving landscape of technological advancements. [1].  

4. Scientific Methodology 

Ionic wind, a phenomenon of profound significance, manifests its utility as plasma strategically interacts with 

the surface of a parachute. Simultaneously, the innovation of wind propulsion demonstrates its efficacy in the 

realm of sailing ships. This research endeavour seeks to comprehensively illuminate these captivating concepts, 

drawing support from a diverse array of references, including websites and academic journal reviews. 

Central to this study is the pivotal role of the plasma actuator, which exerts precise control over airflow. 

Through this controlled airflow, our research delves into the intricacies of parachute dynamics, providing valuable 

insights into the fine-tuning of its maneuvers. The plasma actuator exhibits an exceptional capability to manipulate 

airflow in multiple directions, facilitating fine adjustments both to the right and left. Furthermore, it enables the 

alteration of surface area, granting nuanced control over the parachute's descent and directionality. 

Conversely, in the realm of wind propulsion, plasma assumes a distinct role. Here, it plays a crucial part in 

optimizing thruster efficiency, enhancing the ship's capacity to harness wind power for propulsion. This research 

thus embarks on a multifaceted exploration of plasma's contributions to both parachute technology and wind 

propulsion, shedding light on the exciting prospects they offer in these dynamic domains [7-9]. 

5. Research Overview 

Figure 1.  Plasma actuator at wind sail   Figure 2.  Plasma actuator at Parachute  

Figure 3.  Plasma actuator [Courtesy: Rasool Erfani.et.al.2015] 
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The sailing ship is equipped with an innovative technology known as a plasma actuator. As air flows over the 

sail's surface, the plasma actuator ionizes the surrounding air, significantly enhancing the interaction between the 

wind and the sail. This process, illustrated in Figure 1, results in additional propulsion for the ship. 

In the context of the sail ship, the plasma actuator plays a pivotal role in generating a controlled region of 

ionized air, or plasma, around the ship's sails. As the wind flows over the sail's surface, the plasma actuator initiates 

ionization of air molecules, creating an electrified region. This electrified air interacts with the wind in a 

remarkable way, altering the airflow pattern along the sail's surface. The outcome is two-fold: a boost in wind-

generated force, translating into added propulsion, and a reduction in turbulence and drag. 

Essentially, the integration of the plasma actuator into the sail ship's design creates synergy between the wind 

and electrified air, optimizing the utilization of wind energy. This innovation not only enhances the ship's speed 

but also contributes to a smoother and more controlled sailing experience. By harnessing the power of plasma and 

leveraging aerodynamic principles, this technology showcases the potential for advanced propulsion systems that 

transform navigation at sea and in the skies. 

Plasma Actuator on Parachute Surface: When the plasma actuator is integrated into the surface of a 

parachute, it serves a specific purpose related to the drag force resisting gravity. As the parachute descends, the 

controlled ionized region created by the plasma actuator influences the airflow, potentially modifying 

aerodynamic properties. This interaction can lead to benefits such as enhanced stability, controlled descent, or 

improved maneuverability.[1] Plasma actuator : they plasma actuator is used  ionising the part of the air around 

the hidden electrode and turning it into a plasma. While air is an electrical insulator, plasma is a conductor and 

can also be influenced by electrical and magnetic fields. [2] 

In essence, the ionization of surrounding air by the plasma actuator affects how air molecules move around 

the parachute, impacting its behavior during descent. This connection underscores the common thread of ion 

manipulation in both plasma actuation and Ionic wind technology, revealing broader applications and potential 

synergies that arise from understanding and harnessing ion behavior in the air. At that point, the parachute stops 

speeding up, and begins to fall at a steady speed. [3, 4] 

The phenomenon of ionic wind, known for centuries, involves applying voltage to electrodes, stripping 

electrons from nearby air molecules, and creating ionized air that collides with neutral air molecules [5]. By 

exploring these connections and synergies, researchers and engineers can uncover new ways to optimize parachute 

design, propulsion systems, and other aerodynamic applications, drawing upon the principles of both plasma 

actuation and Ionic wind technology. 

6. Results and Discussion 

The integration of plasma actuators into the USRFCA EO parachute system reveals a remarkable capability 

for efficient airflow control, marking a potential revolutionary leap in thruster technology. These actuators, 

tapping into the power of ionized gases, showcase a distinctive advancement in the field. 

The unparalleled advantage of plasma actuators lies in their precision in controlling airflow. Through the 

ionization of surrounding air, they wield the ability to manipulate it with exceptional control, facilitating swift 

adjustments in thrust direction and intensity. This level of control proves paramount in parachute systems, where 

stability and precision are paramount for a secure descent. 

Compared to conventional thrusters, plasma actuators offer unique advantages. They boast a lightweight and 

compact design while circumventing traditional combustion processes, mitigating the risk of explosive accidents. 

Furthermore, their responsiveness and finely tuned control capabilities position them as a promising choice for 

applications where precision is of utmost importance. 

7. Conclusion 

Within the dynamic realm of propulsion innovation, the convergence of ionic wind technology and wind-

assisted propulsion emerges as a beacon of promise, poised to revolutionize diverse industries. Through a 

thorough exploration of potential benefits, challenges, and synergies, this paper endeavors to catalyze ongoing 

research, development, and implementation of integrated propulsion systems. Steering towards a sustainable and 

efficient future, the fusion of these cutting-edge technologies not only promises enhanced performance but also 

charts a course toward minimizing environmental impact across a spectrum of applications. 
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