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Abstract 
This article aims at studying the spatial deictic expressions in 
English texts. The values of deictic are uncontroversial 
determined pragmatically but are also input to semantic 
interpretation. The deictic devices in a language commit a 
speaker to set up a frame of reference around her. Every 
language carries an implicit division of the space around the 
current speaker, a division of time relative to the act of speaking, 
and, via pronouns, a shorthand naming system for the 
participants involved in the talk. While languages contain such 
deictic divisions of space and time, their use has to be calculated 
by the participants in actual contexts. By analyzing some 
sentences from English narrative texts, we argued that in order 
to reach the exact interpretation of the place and time deictic 
expressions, the speaker uses the most economical means to 
describe a particular place and time. 
Key Words: deixis, deictic expressions, spatial deixis, 
demonstratives, indexicals. 
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Introduction 

Deixis is a linguistic phenomenon 

that involves the use of words and 

expressions whose interpretation 

relies heavily on the context in which 

they are uttered or written. These 

words are essentially "pointing words" 

that require additional information to 

fully understand their meaning. Deictic 

expressions depend on the speaker, the 

listener, the time of the utterance, and 

the spatial context for their 

interpretation. 

According to Birner, deictic 

expressions are a subtype of indexical 

expression. The class of indexicals 

includes deicticts, anaphoric pronouns, 

and even tense – all of which are 

linguistic mechanisms for identifying 

the intended meaning of the current 

expression through its relationship to 

elements of the context of utterance. 

Deictic expressions are crucial for 

effective communication because they 

allow speakers and writers to refer to 

entities, locations, or times without 

having to explicitly name them. 

However, their interpretation is 

inherently context-dependent, making 

deixis a fundamental aspect of 

language that reflects the dynamic and 

interactive nature of communication. 

Spatial deixis, a linguistic 

phenomenon rooted in the fabric of 

language, plays a pivotal role in our 

ability to convey and comprehend 

meaning in both spoken and written 

discourse. In the vast landscape of 

linguistic studies, spatial deixis stands 

out as a fascinating area of exploration, 

shedding light on how language 

intertwines with our perception of 

space and the physical world. This 

article delves into the intricacies of 

spatial deixis in English texts, 

unraveling the ways in which language 

guides readers through the spatial 

dimensions embedded within the 

written word. 

Deixis, derived from the Greek word 

meaning "pointing" or "indicating," 

refers to linguistic elements that 

require contextual information to be 

fully understood. Spatial deixis 

specifically involves language that 

directs attention to the spatial 

relationships between entities, objects, 

or events. In English, spatial deixis 

relies on deictic expressions such as 

demonstratives (this, that, these, 

those), adverbs, and spatial 

prepositions (here, there, above, 

below). 

Spatial Deictic Expressions: 

Demonstratives, like linguistic 

signposts, are instrumental in guiding 

readers through the spatial landscape 

of a text. Phrases such as "this book," 

"that tree," or "these findings" serve as 

linguistic arrows, pinpointing specific 

entities in relation to the speaker or the 

context provided. The choice of 

demonstratives carries nuanced 

spatial information, subtly shaping the 

reader's mental image. 

Adverbs and prepositions further 

enrich spatial deixis. Adverbs like 

"here" and "there" act as linguistic 

coordinates, grounding events or 

entities in relation to the speaker or a 

specific point of reference. Meanwhile, 

spatial prepositions such as "above," 

"below," "beside," or "inside" create a 

dynamic interplay of spatial 

relationships, adding depth and 

precision to the language used. 

Spatial deixis is not isolated from 

temporal deixis; rather, the two often 
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dance in tandem, creating a rich 

tapestry of meaning. Consider the 

phrase "here and now." In this 

expression, "here" provides a spatial 

reference, while "now" offers a 

temporal one. Together, they anchor 

the speaker or reader in a specific 

moment and place, illustrating the 

interconnection of spatial and 

temporal deixis. 

Main Body 

The impact of spatial deixis extends 

beyond mere linguistic mechanics; it 

significantly influences narrative 

perspective. By manipulating spatial 

deixis, writers shape the reader's 

perspective and emotional 

engagement with the text. For instance, 

a story unfolding through the lens of 

"this room" may evoke a sense of 

immediacy and intimacy, whereas a 

narrative employing "that city" may 

convey a broader, more detached 

perspective. Let's explore some 

examples of spatial deixis in English 

texts, along with a brief analysis of each 

to understand how these linguistic 

elements function. 

Example: "Look at this magnificent 

painting." 

In this sentence, the demonstrative 

"this" functions as a spatial deictic 

expression. It invites the reader to 

visually engage with an object in close 

proximity to the speaker. The use of 

"this" establishes a sense of immediacy, 

suggesting that the painting is within 

the immediate visual field of both the 

speaker and the listener. 

Example: "I left the keys on the table 

over there." 

The phrase "over there" employs 

spatial deixis through the adverbial 

expression. It provides a more 

extended spatial reference, indicating 

that the keys are not only away from 

the speaker but also in a location that 

requires a slight effort to reach. The use 

of "there" prompts the listener to 

visualize a specific place relative to the 

speaker's position. 

Example: "She stood beneath the 

towering skyscrapers." 

The preposition "beneath" serves as 

a spatial deictic expression, indicating 

the location of the subject in relation to 

the towering skyscrapers. This creates 

a visual hierarchy, emphasizing the 

subject's position in the space below 

the impressive structures. The choice 

of preposition adds a layer of spatial 

nuance to the description. 

Example: "These results support the 

hypothesis presented in the previous 

section." 

Here, the demonstrative "these" is 

employed to refer to the results, 

creating a spatial connection between 

the current discussion and a specific 

section mentioned earlier. The use of 

"these" directs the reader's attention to 

a tangible set of data, establishing a 

link between the present analysis and a 

spatially defined location within the 

text. 

Example: "Now, let's focus on the 

case study outlined here." 

The adverb "here" serves as a spatial 

deictic expression, pinpointing a 

specific location within the discourse 

where the case study is outlined. This 

fosters clarity and facilitates the 

reader's navigation through the text. 

The spatial reference created by "here" 

enhances the coherence of the 

narrative by guiding the reader to a 

particular section. 
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Example: "The ancient ruins stand 

above the valley, commanding a 

breathtaking view." 

The preposition "above" establishes 

a spatial relationship between the 

ancient ruins and the valley. This 

choice of spatial deixis conveys a sense 

of elevation, suggesting that the ruins 

are situated in a higher position. The 

use of "above" contributes to the vivid 

imagery of the ruins overlooking the 

valley. 

These examples showcase how 

spatial deixis, whether through 

demonstratives, adverbs, or 

prepositions, plays a crucial role in 

guiding readers through the spatial 

dimensions of language. By carefully 

selecting and deploying these linguistic 

elements, writers shape the reader's 

perception and create a vivid mental 

landscape within the text. 

Spatial deixis is not a one-size-fits-

all concept; its interpretation can be 

influenced by cultural nuances. In 

English, expressions like "over here" or 

"over there" may seem relatively 

straightforward, but their cultural 

implications may vary. Understanding 

these nuances is crucial for effective 

communication, especially in a 

globalized world where language 

serves as a bridge between diverse 

perspectives. 

Conclusion 

Spatial deixis, woven intricately into 

the linguistic tapestry of English texts, 

serves as a dynamic tool for conveying 

meaning and guiding readers through 

the spatial dimensions of language. 

Whether through demonstratives, 

adverbs, or prepositions, spatial deixis 

shapes our perception of the world 

presented within the written word. As 

we navigate the linguistic landscapes 

crafted by authors, an awareness of 

spatial deixis invites readers to embark 

on a journey where every word 

becomes a stepping stone in the 

exploration of meaning. 
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