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Abstract 

This paper explores the concepts of Islamic human rights and social justice in Urdu and 

English. It argues that Islamic law provides a comprehensive framework for the 

protection of human rights and the promotion of social justice. The paper discusses the 

historical development of Islamic human rights and social justice, and it examines the 

key concepts and principles of Islamic law in this area. The paper also considers the 

contemporary application of Islamic human rights and social justice principles in a 

variety of contexts, including family law, criminal law, and international law. In Urdu, 

scholars have been particularly concerned with the application of Islamic principles to 

the realities of South Asia. They have worked to develop a nuanced understanding of 

human rights and social justice that is both grounded in Islamic tradition and relevant to 

the contemporary challenges faced by Muslims in the region. In English, scholars have 

made important contributions to the global discourse on human rights and social justice. 

They have challenged dominant Western conceptions of human rights and offered 

alternative perspectives that are informed by Islamic thought. The study of Islamic 

human rights and social justice is an ongoing and evolving process. As Muslims 

continue to grapple with the challenges of living in a globalized world, the insights of 

scholars from both Urdu and English will continue to be invaluable. These are just a few 

of the many promising avenues for further research in the field of Islamic human rights 

and social justice. As scholars continue to explore these issues, we can expect to gain a 

deeper understanding of the role of Islam in promoting human dignity and social justice 

in the world. 
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INTRODUCTION  

Human rights and social justice are 

fundamental principles that underpin a 

just and equitable society. While these 

concepts are often discussed in the 

context of Western thought, they have 

deep roots in Islamic tradition. Islamic 

law, or Shariah, provides a 

comprehensive framework for human 

rights and social justice, encompassing 

both individual rights and collective 

responsibilities. This scholarly article 

explores the concept of Islamic human 

rights and social justice, examining its 

historical development, key principles, 

and contemporary applications. It 

highlights the contributions of Islamic 

scholars and activists in promoting 

human rights and social justice in 

Muslim societies around the world. 

The Historical Development of 

Islamic Human Rights and Social 

Justice 

The concept of human rights in Islam 

dates back to the time of the Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH). The Quran and 

the Hadith, the two primary sources of 

Islamic law, provide guidance on the 

protection of human life, dignity, and 

freedom. These sources also emphasize 

the importance of social justice, calling 

for the elimination of oppression, 

discrimination, and poverty. 

Throughout Islamic history, Muslim 

scholars have played a crucial role in 

developing and articulating the concept 

of human rights. In the 9th century, the 

Islamic jurist Al-Mawardi wrote a 

treatise on human rights, emphasizing 

the rights of individuals to life, liberty, 

property, and equality before the law. 

Other notable contributions include the 

works of Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya and 

Ibn Taymiyyah, who further elaborated 

on the concept of human rights in 

Islam. This paper explores the concept 

of Islamic human rights and social 

justice in Urdu and English. It begins 

by examining the Qur'an and Sunnah, 

the two primary sources of Islamic 

law, to identify the key principles that 

underpin Islamic human rights and 

social justice. These principles include 

the sanctity of human life, equality 

before the law, the right to education, 

and the right to work. The paper then 

examines how these principles have 

been applied in practice in Muslim 

societies throughout history. It 

concludes by arguing that Islamic 

human rights and social justice are not 

only compatible with modern human 

rights norms, but also offer a unique 

and valuable contribution to the global 

discussion of human rights and social 

justice. 

Key Principles of Islamic Human 

Rights and Social Justice 

Islamic human rights and social 

justice are rooted in the following 

key principles: 

The Tawhidic Principle: The belief in 

one God (Allah) as the sole creator and 

sustainer of the universe establishes the 

inherent equality and dignity of all 

human beings. 

The Adalah Principle: The pursuit of 

justice and fairness in all aspects of 

life, including social, economic, and 

political spheres. 

The Ummah Principle: The concept 

of the Muslim community, or Ummah, 

emphasizes solidarity, collective 

responsibility, and mutual respect 

among Muslims. 

The Shura Principle: The principle of 

consultation and participation in 

decision-making, emphasizing the 

importance of democratic processes. 
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The Hisbah Principle: The concept of 

social responsibility, calling upon 

individuals and institutions to actively 

promote good and prevent evil in 

society. 

Contemporary Applications of 

Islamic Human Rights and Social 

Justice 

In recent decades, there has been a 

growing movement among Muslim 

scholars and activists to promote 

Islamic human rights and social 

justice. This movement has been 

fueled by a number of factors, 

including the rise of authoritarian 

regimes in Muslim countries, the 

spread of Islamophobia, and the 

increasing demand for democratic 

reforms. Muslim scholars and activists 

have been working to develop and 

implement Islamic human rights and 

social justice frameworks that are 

relevant to contemporary challenges. 

 These frameworks emphasize the 

importance of: 

Protecting individual rights and 

freedoms: This includes the right to 

life, liberty, freedom of expression, 

and freedom of assembly. 

Promoting social justice and 

equality: This includes efforts to 

combat discrimination, poverty, and 

oppression. 

Advancing democratic governance: 
This includes promoting participation, 

transparency, and accountability in 

government institutions. 

Enhancing human dignity and well-

being: This includes efforts to promote 

education, healthcare, and economic 

development. 

Human rights and social justice are 

fundamental principles that are 

enshrined in Islamic teachings. The 

Quran and the Sunnah provide a 

comprehensive framework for 

understanding and promoting human 

dignity, equality, and justice. These 

principles have been translated into 

practical applications throughout 

Islamic history, resulting in a rich 

tradition of human rights advocacy and 

social reform.In recent years, there has 

been a growing interest in the study of 

Islamic human rights and social 

justice. This interest is driven by a 

number of factors, including the 

increasing global recognition of the 

importance of human rights, the 

growing Muslim population in many 

parts of the world, and the challenges 

of Islamophobia and discrimination. 

The study of Islamic human rights and 

social justice is an important and 

timely field of inquiry. It can help to 

promote a better understanding of the 

Islamic tradition, to challenge 

misconceptions about Islam and 

human rights, and to develop new 

strategies for promoting human rights 

and social justice in Muslim societies. 

This book is a collection of scholarly 

essays that explore the relationship 

between Islamic teachings and human 

rights and social justice. The essays are 

written by experts from a variety of 

fields, including Islamic law, history, 

philosophy, and sociology.  

The book is divided into three parts: 

Part 1: Islamic Foundations of 

Human Rights and Social Justice 

This part explores the Quranic and 

Sunnahic foundations of human rights 

and social justice. The essays in this 

part examine the concepts of human 

dignity, equality, and justice in Islamic 

thought. 

Part 2: Islamic Perspectives on 
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Specific Human Rights and Social 

Justice Issues 

This part examines Islamic 

perspectives on a range of specific 

human rights and social justice issues, 

including gender equality, children's 

rights, minority rights, and economic 

justice. 

Part 3: Islamic Human Rights and 

Social Justice in Practice 

This part explores the application of 

Islamic principles of human rights and 

social justice in practice. The essays in 

this part examine the work of Islamic 

human rights organizations, the role of 

Islamic law in promoting human 

rights, and the challenges of 

implementing Islamic principles of 

human rights and social justice in 

Muslim societies. 

This book is a valuable resource for 

scholars, students, and activists who 

are interested in the study of Islamic 

human rights and social justice. It is 

also a valuable resource for anyone 

who is interested in learning more 

about the Islamic tradition and its 

contributions to the promotion of 

human dignity, equality, and justice. 

Conclusion 

Islamic human rights and social justice 

provide a comprehensive framework 

for addressing contemporary 

challenges and building a more just 

and equitable world. The principles of 

the Tawhidic Principle, the Adalah 

Principle, the Ummah Principle, the 

Shura Principle, and the Hisbah 

Principle offer guidance for promoting 

individual rights, social justice, 

democratic governance, and human 

dignity. Muslim scholars and activists 

play a crucial role in advancing Islamic 

human rights and social justice by 

developing and implementing relevant 

frameworks, advocating for reforms, 

and educating the public. Their efforts 

are essential for building a world 

where the rights and dignity of all 

human beings are respected and 

protected. The study of Islamic human 

rights and social justice is a complex 

and multifaceted endeavor that draws 

upon a rich tapestry of Islamic sources, 

including the Qur'an, the Hadith, and 

the works of Islamic scholars. In both 

Urdu and English, scholars have made 

significant contributions to our 

understanding of these important 

topics. This dissertation has explored a 

number of key themes in Islamic 

human rights and social justice, 

including the concept of human 

dignity, the rights of women and 

minorities, and the importance of 

social justice in Islam. It has also 

examined the role of language in 

shaping our understanding of these 

issues. 
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