
Indian Journal of Clinical and Experimental Ophthalmology 2020;6(4):648–649

 

 Content available at: https://www.ipinnovative.com/open-access-journals

Indian Journal of Clinical and Experimental Ophthalmology

Journal homepage: www.ijceo.org
 

 

Case Report

Papillary oncocytoma of eye lid- A rare case
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A B S T R A C T

Papillary oncocytoma is an uncommon tumor arising within the ductular cell lining of glandular structures.
These tumors contain transformed epithelial cells with eosinophilic granular cytoplasm containing densely
packed abnormal mitochondrias. Ocular oncocytomas are usually benign in nature, but occasionally there
can be malignant transformation, with both local and distant spread. We are reporting a case of papillary
oncocytoma, who was managed with surgery without any recurrence on follow up.

© This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution
License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and
reproduction in any medium, provided the original author and source are credited.

1. Introduction

Papillary oncocytoma or oxyphil adenomas are uncommon
tumors arising within the ductular cell lining of glandular
structures. In these tumors we get transformed epithelial
cells, with eosinophilic granular cytoplasm containing
densely packed abnormal mitochondrias. Oncocytomas
have been found in various organs, including the thyroid,
adrenal gland, kidney, liver and breast. However ocular
oncocytomas are usually benign in nature, but occasionally
there can be malignant transformation, with both local
and distant spread. This again depends on the location, as
oncocytoma of lacrimal or caruncle origins are generally
benign,1 those with orbital involvement may be malignant.
The commonest site of oncocytoma is the caruncle, whereas
oncocytoma of eyelid margin is very rare.1–4

2. Case Report

A 50 years old male patient presented to us with two years
history of a slowly enlarging cystic lesion in the right eye
lower lid. It was painless slow progressive lesion. There
was no relevant medical history. On clinical examination
the lesion was a painless, pink cystic, circumscribed mass
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measuring 3mm × 2mm with smooth surface (Figure 1).
The growth was not adherent to the overlying skin but it
appeared to be arising from the tarsal border. On eyelid
eversion, the overlying palpebral conjunctiva appeared
congested. Regional lymph nodes were not clinically
palpable. Systemic examination was also unremarkable.
Initial differential diagnosis included sebaceous cyst,
epidermoid cyst and cyst of moll were done. In toto
excision of cyst, with very minimal excision of tarsal plate
was done under local anesthesia. The excised tissue was
sent for histopathological examination. Histopathological
examination showed tubulo-papillary architecture in which
the constituent polygonal cells had regular vesicular nuclei
with abundant, finely granular eosinophilic cytoplasm
(Figures 2 and 3). Four years after the surgery, patient has
had no recurrence of the tumor.

3. Discussion

Oncocytoma are benign tumors, which can occur at a
various sites. Ocular adnexal oncocytomas are usually
situated in the lacrimal drainage apparatus. More common
site of oncocytoma is the caruncle. Cases occurring in other
sites such as the eyelids have been reported. They occur
most commonly in elderly females. Clinically, these tumors
tend to present as a slow growing, asymptomatic lesion that
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Fig. 1: Cystic lesion in the right eye lower lid

Fig. 2: Tubulo-papillary architecture of papillary oncocytoma

Fig. 3: Polygonal cells of papillary oncocytoma with abundant
finely granular cytoplasm and vesicular nuclei
is often red in color.5 However the differential diagnosis
includes, melanocytic nevus, benign epithelial tumors,

pyogenic granulomas and hemangiomas.6 Oncocytoma of
eyelid margin are rare. Ocular oncocytoma are generally
benign tumors, but occasionally can become malignant,
with both local as well as distant spread. This again
depends on the site of involvement. Oncocytoma of orbital
involvement may be malignant, which most commonly
occurs in elderly females. As it is mentioned, oncocytomas
are benign tumors and usually only requires excision.
However they do can recur in cases of incomplete excision7

and can be locally aggressive and very rarely can become
malignant.

4. Conclusion

In our case oncocytoma was there in lower eyelid, which is
very rare. However on follow up there was no recurrence till
4 years.
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