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Adoption of technologies in non-wood forest
products (NWFPs) among tribal women in
Coimbatoredidtrict

M P. Balasubramaniam, Ramanuj Banerjee and N. Suganthi

SUMMARY : Non-wood forest products (NWFPs) play akey rolein thelife and economy of communities
living inand around forests. NWFPs have a tremendous potential to create large scale employment
opportunity thereby helping in reducing poverty and increasing empowerment of particularly tribal.
Tribesdepend upon forestsfor their existencein several ways. Their degree of dependence varieswith
several factorsincluding socio-economic conditions, distribution, cultural and religious norms, literacy
etc., The people, mainly tribals living within or in the margin of forest areas collect non-timber forest
productsin their daily life. The primitive tribes, who are living inside dense forests are very poor and
depend entirely on forests for meeting most of their needs. The present study tries to explore the
importance of NWFPs on livelihood of the tribal people. Continuous field survey and interview were
done with a structured questionnaire for data collection. In this paper involvement of tribal peoplein
non-wood forest product (NWFPs) activitiesin Coimbatore district is presented. A sample size of 150
respondents was selected for the study.
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