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Kerala had maintained active trade relations across the sea with many countries of the
Eastern and Western world. Kollam or Quilon was a major trading centre on the coast
of Kerala from the remote past and has a long drawing attraction worldwide. The
present paper seeks to analyze the role and importance of Kollam port in the trade
relation with China. It is an old sea  port  town  on the  Arabian  coast had  a sustained
commercial reputation   from  the days  of Phoenicians  and  the Romans. It is believed
that Chinese were the first foreign power who maintains direct trade relation with
Kollam. It was the first port where the Chinese ships could come through the Eastern
Sea. Kollam had benefitted largely from the Chinese trade, the chief articles of export
from Kollam were Brazil wood or sapang, spices, coconut and areca nut. All these
goods had great demand in China and the Chinese brought to Kerala coast goods like
silk, porcelain, copper, quick silver, tin, lead etc. Chinese net and ceramics of China
had great demand in Kerala coasts and Kollam was an important centre of Chinese
goods. Recently the port trust had discovered thousands of Chinese coins and stone
age weapons from the Kollam Port, which is revealing the amazing historic background
and trade culture of the port city.  This is first time that these much of artifacts are
getting from a port in India.  The emergence of antiques from Kollam Port area reveals
that Kollam was the most famous port city in India which served as the business hub
of Chinese trade. It is an established fact that Kollam was a repository of all sorts of
conceivable commercial centre.
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